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There are several important policy questions facing public charter schools across the
country. The purpose of this document is to outline the key policy questions related to
charter public schools for the state of Georgia.

Parent Choice

Background: Parents with a certain level of financial status have long exercised school
choice through their choice of a residence and/or a private or parochial school in their
community. Only a limited number of parents are able to make these kinds of choices,
however. Over the past decade and a half, in an effort to increase the number of parents
with the ability to choose their child’s school, states and districts have been implementing
a broad array of school choice programs, including public charter schools.

Question: On a scale of 1-5, please rate your response to the following statement:

I support a parent’s right to choose the best public school, in their judgment, for their
children.

1 — Strongly disagree

2 — Disagree
3 — No position
4 — Agree

5 —Strongly agree
Please explain your answer:

5 -1 have always supported parental choice in the education of their children, while
realizing that it is necessary to ensure that parents have enough information for a
wise choice. The biggest advantage is that parents and even the students feel a
greater personal investment and often a greater sense of responsibility for the
success of their children’s schools if they have made an affirmative choice to be
there. Having worked for local school systems, I know there are planning needs and
facility considerations that have to be addressed at the same time. There is also a
potential equity issue if certain choices are available only to some families who can
meet unusual requirements or afford extra costs and not to others.
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