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GEORGIA SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, KATHY COX

“Charter schools play an important role in educagiour children. They have a unique way of engagiagnts and the
community, which ultimately leads to higher studmaitievement. | am pleased that during my admatien we have
more than doubled the number of charter schoolSenrgia.”

GOVERNOR SONNY PERDUE'S 2007 CHARTER SCHOOLS WEEK FROCLAMATION
"We recognize the vital role charter schools playdstering a state where children have the knoggeahd skills they
need to grow, succeed and achieve their dreams."

US SENATOR JOHNNY ISAKSON OFFERS SUPPORT FOR GEORGA CHARTER SCHOOLS
ASSOCIATION AND NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS WEEK

"l am proud to once again lend my support to thei@& Charter Schools Association and National GbaSchools
Week ... | am going to everything | can on a naidevel to support charter schools, which playigngficant role in
quality choice in public education."

US SENATOR SAXBY CHAMBLISS PRAISES GEORGIA CHARTER SCHOOLS DURING NATIONAL
CHARTER SCHOOLS WEEK

“Georgia’s excellent charter school system contmtraise the bar for educational standards, argbplaud the
Georgia Charter Schools Association for their cotnmeint to education,” said ChambliséCharter schools' emphasis ¢
empowerment, innovation, and local control provigkality alternatives for many families, and theyegour students a
good foundation to succeed. | am proud to offepnayse for Georgia’s charter schools during NatéCharter School
Week.”

US SECRETARY OF EDUCATION TOUTS NATIONAL CHARTER SC HOOLS WEEK
"We will continue to support charter schools asytktrive to help students achieve their potential.”

PRESIDENT BUSH RECOGNIZES WORK OF CHARTER SCHOOLS ACROSS THE NATION
"Charter schools are public schools which providmilies with a valuable educational alternative."
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GCSA PARTNERS WITH ARTHUR J. GALLAGHER
PROVIDING BUSINESSINSURANCE FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS OF GEORGIA

7 # 8
1 * + .
— < 2 = #—
7
2 = + ( — <
>
7 —
+ + 8: 1? 1?@8@ 5
A * ! -
HIGHLIGHT YOUR ScHOOL
— < (
B — # C < B
— — # CC #
_ > * A

CHARTER NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

Charter school companies eyeing Georgia
New state law lets entire school districts apply focharter status
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Charter schools law sneaks in under wire

Measure allows entire schools districts to apply fospecial status
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Charter School Student Places 2nd in National Compéion
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All-girls charter school set to open in 2008
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U.S. Representative Lynn Westmoreland gets a tourf @dyssey Charter School
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Changes at Jenkins-White Elementary
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Dougherty seeks charter school conversions
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A multilingual school system
Clayton County offers assistance in several languag
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE NATION
Boys in One Class, Girls in Another
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National Educational Computing Conference in Atlana June 24 - 27
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HELPFUL RESOURCE INFORMATION

With the Georgia Legislature looking to add altetima school authorizers next year, GCSA will o
you opportunities during the summer to educate g@lfion this issue and to learn why alternative
school authorizing is so important for current aidure charter schools in our state.

Steadying the Three-Legged Stool:
Authorizers, Charter Schools, and Education Servic®roviders
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Put a plug in the summer brain drain
SUMMER LEARNING TIPS
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States offer one-stop Web sites for college applicss
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Free Materials from Summer Teacher Workshops Now Oline

2 $ % - . b2 112 < - - -
-H — a 6 #— ok #

>55 5 5

% — - —

Arts Education Toolkit
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30 Second Public Service Announcement for Charterestor of Georgia
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

FEDERAL GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

CORPORATE GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Title: Target Store Grants
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Title: Save Our History Newsweek Classroom Award
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Title: Education Spotlight Grant
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FOUNDATION GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Title: Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
2 7 " E

0 3 - 1 -

: 1 — —
Eligibility: — -
To Apply: + T
Maximum Award: MJ  #
Deadline: 7 t#
Link: >556 5 Q 5 1K LOH JH80

Title: Live Monarch Foundation Educator Award Program
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Title: Charles Lafitte Foundation Grants
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Title: Advancing Student Achievement Grant
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Title: The Captain Planet Foundation to Promote Understanding of Environmental Issues
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OPINION ARTICLES

Georgia Charter Schools: Engines of Educational Improvement
By Andrew Broy, Director of Charter Schools — GA Department of Education

Georgia's charter schools are outperforming traditional schools and are serving a more diverse
and economically disadvantaged population.

Theses are the conclusions of the Georgia Department of Education's Annual Report on Charter
Schools, released recently by the State Board of Education. Based on 2005-2006 data, the report
corrects many of the misperceptions that surround charter schools and clearly shows that
Georgia's charter schools are succeeding more so than charter schools in many other states.

Success is particularly significant in the context of charter schools, where school organizers have,
through a contract or "charter," promised improved student achievement in exchange for freedom
from certain state and local rules.

This question of charter school student performance is the subject of increasingly heated national
debate. Georgia's report avoids ideological warfare, however, and offers a clear-eyed look at
charter schools, warts and all.

Taken as a whole, the Annual Report provides compelling evidence that charter schools in
Georgia are succeeding. In 2006, charter schools in Georgia met state testing goals - or made
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) - at a rate that exceeded traditional public schools. In 2006, fully
87.8 percent of Georgia charter schools made AYP, compared to 78.7 percent of traditional public
schools.

Charter high school graduation rates also exceed the rates of traditional public high schools, as
demonstrated in the Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT). In all four content areas -
Social Studies, English/Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science - charter school student
performance exceeded the performance of traditional public school students. For instance, on the
Social Studies section of the GHSGT, 92 percent of charter school students met or exceeded
expectations, versus 86 percent of traditional public school students. Likewise, on the Science
section of the GHSGT, 87 percent of charter school students met or exceeded expectations,
compared with 73 percent for traditional public school students.

These numbers are even more impressive when one looks at the trend data over time. In 2004,
for instance, only 60 percent of charter schools students passed the Social Studies section of the
GHSGT, compared to 82 percent of traditional public school students. While traditional public
school student performance remained relatively stable over the subsequent two-year period,
charter school student performance increased dramatically, to a 92 percent pass rate.

This trend repeated itself in each subject area. In 2004, charter school students scored lower than
traditional public school students on every content area of the GHSGT. By 2006, that had
completely reversed and now charter school students score higher.



These performance levels should be lauded, but they should not obscure the reality that some of
our students - in charter schools and traditional public schools alike - are performing poorly.
Moreover, given the relatively small number of charter high schools - 17 - in the state, the
significance of these trends should not be overstated. Nevertheless, these data strongly suggest
that Georgia should encourage more charter schools to use the curricular flexibility allowed by
Georgia law to help improve student learning.

When Georgia enacted charter school legislation in 1993, there was concern that charter schools
would "skim" more affluent students from traditional public schools. In fact, during the 2005-2006
school year, 54 percent of charter school students qualified for free and reduced lunch (FRL),
compared to 50 percent for students statewide.

In addition, Georgia charter schools are more likely to enroll racial minorities: 41 percent of
charter schools students are African-American compared to the statewide average of 38 percent;
about 9 percent of charter school students are Hispanic compared to 8 percent statewide; and 5
percent are Asian compared to 3 percent statewide.

As with traditional schools, people should be careful about painting a broad stroke without looking
at the data more deeply. Truthfully, some Georgia charter schools are performing exceptionally
well, while some are struggling. But overall, the picture that emerges from the Annual Report is
clear: Charters are high-performing schools serving a population that, on average, is more racially
diverse and less affluent than Georgia generally. This alone should be enough to convince
Georgians that charter schools deserve serious consideration as an engine of educational
improvement.

Thirteen years ago, Georgia engaged in a rancorous policy debate over the existence of charter
schools. Thankfully, that era is over. Charter schools are now a prominent feature of public
education in Georgia. As a result, we can turn our collective attention to the real challenge:
ensuring that our charter schools are financially viable, accountable for student results, and
models of innovation that can benefit public education generally.



