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GCSA - NEWS & EVENTS

GCSA PARTNERS WITH ARTHUR J. GALLAGHER

PROVIDING BUSINESS INSURANCE FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS OF GEORGIA

Georgia Charter Schools Association is proud to announce our partnership with Arthur J. Gallagher, the 3™
largest and #1 public-entity broker in the world to provide the charter public schools of Georgia with
Liability Package & Workers’ Compensation Insurance. This unique partnership is being rolled out for
charter schools in five states, modeled after the partnership between California Charter Schools
Association and Arthur J. Gallagher.

The Liability Package and Workers’ Compensation Insurance is specifically designed for Georgia Charter
Schools. Benefits include:

e  Ensure you have appropriate insurance coverage for your school
e  Save money (California program saved the average school 20-30%)
e  Keep you school safe to prevent accidents and losses

Numerous charter schools in Georgia took advantage of the program during the GCSA Annual Conference.
We encourage you to speak with an Arthur J. Gallagher representative to learn how you can save your
school money while receiving greater coverage.

Please do not hesitate to contact Sean Peake (insurance representative at 310-920-9838 /
insurance@charterassociation.org) or Andrew Lewis (Georgia Charter Schools Association) to learn more.

HIGHLIGHT YOUR SCHOOL

Georgia Charter Schools Association wants to hear from you. If your school or one of your school’s
students has been recognized in your local media, let us know! If you feel your school or your students
should be recognized for an outstanding accomplishment, let us know!! Send us your articles, photos and
news so we can highlight you in our state and across our nation. Send all news related information to:
Andrew Lewis at alewis@gacharters.org

CHARTER NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

Walton Career Academy has been selected to represent Georgia

As the winner of the Southern Growth Policies Board 2007 Innovator Award

Walton Career Academy has been selected to represent Georgia as the winner of the Southern Growth
Policies Board 2007 Innovator Award. Walton Career Academy’s program was chosen from more than 100
nominees in the Southern region as an outstanding initiative in workforce development. As one of 14
Innovators in the Southern region, the school’s program will be publicly honored in an awards ceremony
and reception hosted by Missouri Governor Matt Blunt on Sunday, June 3, 2007 in St. Louis.

Oglethorpe student earns Junior Scholastic honor

Arthur Small, an Oglethorpe Charter School eighth-grader, was one of 10 middle school students in the
country to be selected as members of the 2006 student advisory board for Junior Scholastic, a current
events magazine. Each year the magazine's editors invite members of the student advisory board to offer
suggestions about possible articles and express their opinions about topics in the news. Small was chosen
based on his letter to Junior Scholastic's editors. He was asked to describe why he would make a good
adviser and provide ideas for the magazine.

Marietta aviation museum's boldest exhibit?

Science charter school would serve 350 Cobb students

A charter school geared toward middle school students interested in science, math, technology and
engineering is set to be built alongside a new aviation museum in Marietta. A group that comprises
community, business, political and education leaders plans to build the Aviation Museum at Marietta and
its companion charter school on 15.5 acres of Air Force property organizers have subleased from Cobb



County. The site is near Lockheed Martin Aeronautical Co. and Dobbins Air Reserve Base on South Cobb
Drive and Atlanta Road. A school attached to a museum is an idea that has "caught fire," said museum
board member Harold Barnett, former superintendent of Marietta City Schools. To read entire article:
http://www.ajc.com/services/content/metro/cobb/stories/2007/02/21/0222metmuseum.htmli?cxtype=rss
&cxsve=7&cxcat=13

Growth of Hispanic population another challenge for Clayton schools
Charter School Assisting School District

Clayton County, which saw a swift change from nearly all-white to overwhelmingly black schools, is now
facing a new shift — growing numbers of Hispanic students. From 2000 to 2005, the number of Hispanics
in Clayton rose by roughly 10,600 people, according to Census Bureau estimates. That may not sound like
much, but it marks a 60 percent increase in the Hispanic population countywide. To see article which
highlights UNIDOS Dual Language Charter School:
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/clayton/stories/2006/11/19/1120metclayton.html

NEWS FROM AROUND THE NATION

The U.S. Department of Education’s

National Showcase in Support of Charter Schools

Showcase will be held in Washington, D’s Fairmont Hotel as a kick-off to National Charter Schools Week,
April 5-6, 2007. The program, sponsored by the Department’s Charter Schools Program, last year drew
over 300 participants and created a national stage for them to discuss the state of the national charter
school movement and models of successful practices for expanding high quality charter schools. For
information, contact Dean Kern at 202-260-1882.

National Charter Schools Conference to be Held in New Mexico, April 24-27

The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools will host the 2007 National Charter Schools Conference
from April 24 - 27 at the Albuquerque Convention Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Please mark your
calendars now to join over 3,000 fellow charter school leaders in the "Land of Enchantment." Hotel
reservation information is posted on the conference web site.

2007 American Stars of Teaching

The U.S. Department of Education's Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative is still accepting nominations for the
2007 American Stars of Teaching. This program is designed to honor exemplary classroom teachers who
use innovative strategies to improve student achievement and positively shape their school environment.
After nominations conclude on April 1, a committee of teachers will review them and select one teacher
from each State and the District of Columbia. Officials from the Department will announce the American
Stars by visiting them in the fall of 2007. Visit www.ed.gov/teachers/how/tools/initiative/index.html.

Alternative' Charter School Authorizers

Playing a Vital Role in the Charter Movement

In a new Progressive Policy Institute paper, "'Alternative’ Charter School Authorizers: Playing a Vital Role
in the Charter Movement," author Louann Bierlein Palmer assesses the quality of alternative charter
authorizers including independent state-level charter boards, higher education institutions, municipal
offices and nonprofit groups. By analyzing charter authorizing practices in Arizona, Colorado, District of
Columbia, Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Ohio, South Carolina, Utah,
and Wisconsin, Palmer determines that the best authorizers share three traits:

1. They desire their jobs as authorizers;

2. They are relatively insulated from politics; and

3. They have the ability to create the adequate infrastructure necessary to achieve high quality outcomes.
Use link to view entire report:

http://www.ppionline.org/ppi ci.cfm?knlgArealD=110&subsecid=134&contentid=254139

National Educational Computing Conference in Atlanta June 24 - 27
Join GPB Education and 18,000 fellow educators from around the world at the 28th annual National



Educational Computing Conference in Atlanta June 24 - 27. The International Society for Education
(ISTE) is bringing NECC to Atlanta June 24 - 27! An exciting and rewarding opportunity awaits Georgia
teachers, leaders and school teams this June in Atlanta! The 28th annual National Educational Computing
Conference (NECC), sponsored by the International Society for Technology in Education (www.iste.org),
will be held at the Georgia World Congress Center in downtown Atlanta. This conference is for all
educators, not just technology specialists. Registration is OPEN and is only $150 for Georgia residents.
Price goes to $250 on April 1 Register by March 30 to get the special price of $150. Go to
www.iste.org/necc to register.

Steadying the Three-Legged Stool:

Authorizers, Charter Schools, and Education Service Providers

This document is a primer for authorizers overseeing contractual relationships between charter schools
and education service providers (ESP). It is designed to help authorizers understand the benefits that
ESPs can bring to charter schools, as well as how to oversee these service relationships effectively. The
brief identifies the main types of education service providers currently serving the charter school market
and details various reasons why charter schools contract with these organizations. It also examines
authorizers' responsibilities in approving and overseeing charter schools that contract with ESPs and offers
a summary of best practices. To read entire primer:

http://www.uscharterschools.org/cs/r/view/uscs rs/2248

Opening Doors:

How Low-Income Parents Search for the Right School

Researchers at the Center on Reinventing Public Education have found that given the opportunity to select
the schools their children attend, parents in low-income families choose schools using the same tools as
parents with higher incomes, and that charter families in particular use a variety of resources for decision-
making. Families rely on multiple sources of information, including school visits, meetings with
administrators and teachers, printed materials, and word-of-mouth reviews from family and friends, in
deciding which schools their children should attend. Charter parents were found to be "voracious users of
information," with 72 percent of charter choosers report using two or more sources, compared to 59
percent of non-charter choosers. In gathering information, charter parents are more likely than other
choosers to speak to principals or administrators (85% compared to 76%). Charter choosers are also
more likely to use websites than other chooser s (50% v. 28%) and attend school fairs (56% versus
37%). To read entire article: http://www.uscharterschools.org/cs/r/view/uscs rs/2254

Length of school day under review across nation, in Congress

BOSTON, Massachusetts -- School principal Robin Harris used to see the clock on her office wall as the
enemy, its steady ticking a reminder that time was not on her side. But these days Harris smiles when
the clock hits 1:55 p.m. There are still two more hours in the school day -- two more hours to teach math
and reading, art and drama. Harris runs Fletcher-Maynard Academy, a combined public elementary and
middle school in Cambridge, Mass., that is experimenting with an extended, eight-hour school day. "It
has sort of loosened up the pace," Harris said. "It's not as rushed and frenzied." To read entire article:
http://www.cnn.com/2007/EDUCATION/02/25/longer.school.days.ap/index.html

HELPFUL RESOURCE INFORMATION

Helping Low-Income Students Complete High School

A program designed to support low-income and first-generation college students had potentially positive
effects on their high school completion rate, the What Works Clearinghouse at the U.S. Department of
Education reports. Talent Search, which was established by and is funded through the Higher Education
Act of 1965, is a program providing low-income students as well as those whose parents do not have four-
year college degrees with services designed to improve academic achievement and increase access to
financial aid. These include test-taking and study skill help, academic advising, tutoring, career
development, college campus visits, and financial aid application assistance. For more information, visit
www.whatworks.ed.gov.




Charter School Facilities

A report summarizing the benefits and challenges that charter schools experience when sharing facilities
with other organizations is available from the Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF). LIIF's education
program aims to help schools create stable, sustainable learning environments by providing flexible and
affordable financing to educational organizations.

For more information, visit: http://www.liifund.org/programs/education/Mixed%?20Use%20Facilities.pdf

Alternative Charter School Authorizers

A report is available on alternative charter school authorizers, which are defined as a group functioning
outside the traditional realm of K-12 school governance. Currently, 14 states and Washington, DC permit
alternative authorizers. For more information, visit:

http://www.ppionline.org/ppi ci.cfm?knlgArealD=110&subsecid=134&contentid=254139

Publications from the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools

New publications on emergency response and crisis management are available online from the U.S.
Department of Education’s Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools. The publications were produced in
collaboration with the Department’s Emergency Response and Crisis Management Technical Assistance
Center. To download the publications, go to www.ercm.org.

Summer Research Training on Randomized Trials

The National Center for Education Research (NCER), Institute of Education Sciences (IES), is sponsoring a
summer research institute on implementing cluster (or group) randomized trials in education settings.
Training will take place June 17-29 at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN. The application deadline is
Wednesday, February 28. NCER will cover the cost of course materials and of travel to and from the
training institute site, lodging, and meals on days of instruction. Training Institute Fellows will be asked to
pay a registration fee of $250. For more information on the RCT Training Institute and application details,
please see the description on the IES webpage. The training institute announcement is posted at:
http://ies.ed.gov/ncer/whatsnew/conferences/rct traininginstitute.asp.

Arts Education Toolkit

An online after-school training toolkit that focuses on the arts is available at
www.sedl.org/afterschool/toolkits. The kit is designed to help after-school staff build knowledge about the
arts and increase their capacity to provide arts education. The kit was a joint project of the National
Partnership for Quality After-school Learning at the Southwest Educational Development Laboratory
(SEDL) and Big Thought, a learning partnership based in Dallas (TX) and a recipient of an Office of
Innovation and Improvement’s Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination grant.

30 Second Public Service Announcement for Charter Sector of Georgia

Georgia Charter Schools Association has prepared a 30 second public service announcement giving an
overview of the public charter school sector. Please feel free to download this file and distribute it to
media outlets in your community. In the United States a public service announcement is defined by the
Federal Communications Commission as "any announcement for which no charge is made and which
promotes programs, activities, or services of federal, state, or local governments or the programs,
activities or services of non-profit organizations and other announcements regarded as serving community
interests, excluding time signals, routine weather announcements and promotional announcements."

Click to download PSA: http://www.gacharters.org/documents/GA Charter Schools PSA30 091106.mp3

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

FEDERAL, CORPORATE & MISCELLANEOUS GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Title: Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program

The Charter School Program encourages charter schools identified as LEAs in accordance with
state charter law to work in partnership with other Charter LEAs in meeting the purpose of this
program. The purpose of this program is to improve student reading skills and academic



achievement by providing students with increased access to up-to-date school library materials;
well-equipped, technologically advanced school library media centers; and well-trained,
professionally certified school library media specialists.

For Further Information Contact: Irene Harwarth, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., room 3W227, Washington, DC 20202-6200. Telephone: (202) 401-3751 or by e-mail:
Irene.Harwarth@ed.gov, or Miriam Lund, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,
room 3W258, Washington, DC 20202-6200. Telephone: (202) 401-2871 or by e-mail:
Miriam.Lund@ed.gov.

Title: Grants To Reduce Alcohol Abuse in Secondary Schools

The Charter Schools Program encourages charter schools identified as local education agencies (LEA) in
accordance with state charter law to work in partnership with other charter school LEA and community-
based organizations in meeting the purpose of this program. This program provides grants to LEAs to
develop and implement innovative and effective programs to reduce alcohol abuse in secondary schools.
For further information contact: Amalia Cuervo, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave.,
SW., Room 3E342, Washington, DC 20202-6450. Telephone: (202) 205-2855 or by e-mail:
amalia.cuervo@ed.gov or Phyllis Scattergood, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW.,
room 3E212, Washington DC, 20202-6450. Telephone: (202) 260-0504,

or by e-mail: phyllis.scattergood@ed.gov.

Title: Transition to Teaching

This program gives grants to: (1) recruit and retain highly qualified mid-career professionals (including
paraprofessionals) and recent graduates of institutes of higher education, as teachers in high-need
schools, including recruiting teachers through alternative routes to teacher certification; and (2)
encourage the development and expansion of alternative routes to certification under state-approved
programs that enable individuals to be eligible for teacher certification within a reduced period, relying on
the experience, expertise, and academic qualifications of an individual or other factors in lieu of traditional
course work in education.

Deadline for transmitting applications: March 26, 2007.

For further information: www.ed.gov/programs/transitionteacher/applicant.

Title: Airborne Teacher Trust Fund

The Airborne Teacher Trust Fund invites elementary and middle school teachers from public and private
schools throughout the country to submit proposals for art and music programs that their schools are
unable to fund.

Eligibility: Elementary and middle school teachers involved in a public or private education school system
are encouraged to apply.

To Apply: Check eligibility and complete the grant application at
http://www.airbornetrust.com/grantapplication.aspx

Range of Awards: $200 to $10,000

Deadlines: First Quarter: August 1, 2006 - October 31, 2006

Second Quarter: Novemeber 1, 2006 - January 31, 2007

Third Quarter: February 1, 2007 - April 30, 2007

Link: http://www.airbornetrust.com/programoverview.aspx

Title: My Hometown Helper Grants

General Mills Sales, Inc. and Hamburger Helper are searching for people in your hometown that are
raising funds to help the community.

Eligibility: All requests for funding must be sponsored by a municipal or civic organization or public
school.

To Apply: Complete an essay of two hundred and fifty (250) words or less describing how your hometown
needs help and (iii) provide verification of the 501(c)(4) status of the municipal or civic organization or
public school that sponsors your request for funding. Forward a link to your application to friends and
family so they can add their comments and, more importantly, their support.

Range of Awards: $500 - $15,000

Deadline: May 31, 2007

Link: http://www.myhometownhelper.com/

Title: Education Spotlight Grant



In its continuing effort to enhance the education opportunities for K-12 students, PLUS Vision Corp. has
developed a special grant program for primary and secondary schools. Named "Education Spotlight," this
program gives a projector or an electronic copyboard to a selected school.

Eligibility: Primary and secondary schools.

To Apply: Submit the online application available from:
http://www.buyplusdirect.com/site/spotlight.html. Applicants must state the reasons why the use of a
PLUS multimedia projector or copyboard will enhance their students' education and submit some unique
examples of how they might use PLUS tools.

Deadline: Ongoing. At the end of each calendar year, PLUS Vision Corp.'s Education Spotlight committee
will select the recipient of the projector or electronic copyboard. Winners will be selected based upon how
they will creatively use the digital projector.

Link: http://www.buyplusdirect.com/site/spotlight.html

Title: ING Unsung Heroes Awards Program

The ING Unsung Heroes awards program recognizes innovative and progressive thinking in education.
Eligibility: Full-time educators, teachers, principals, paraprofessionals, and classified staff members with
projects that improve student learning at K-12 public or private schools.

To Apply: Complete the application form available from:
http://www.ing-usa.com/us/stellent2/groups/dc/documents/companylobinformation/001143.pdf
Average Award: $2,000

Deadline: April 30, 2007

Link: http://www.ing-usa.com/us/stellent2/groups/dc/documents/companylobinformation/001143.pdf

FOUNDATION GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Title: Lemelson-MIT Program InvenTeams High School Invention Grants

Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams is a national grants initiative of the Lemelson-MIT Program to foster
inventiveness among high school students. InvenTeams composed of high school students, teachers and
mentors are asked to collaboratively identify a problem that they want to solve, research the problem, and
then develop a prototype invention as an in-class or extracurricular project.

Eligibility: Science, mathematics or technology teachers (and teams of teachers) from public, private,
charter and vocational high schools are invited to apply. Intra- and inter-school collaborations are
welcome; diversifying teams and integrating projects with school programs and classes are encouraged.
To Apply: Complete the online application available from http://web.mit.edu/inventeams/apply.html.
Maximum Award: $10,000

Deadline: April 27, 2007

Link: http://web.mit.edu/inventeams/about.html

Title: Advancing Student Achievement Grant

This grant brings together actuaries and educators in local classroom environments with the belief that
interaction with real-world mentors will boost students interest and achievement in math. The Actuarial
Foundation can provide a local network of actuaries ready to participate, as well as suggestions on how to
integrate math concepts from the workplace into the classroom. Groups applying for grants will be given
wide latitude in designing programs that enhance learning and create a love of math in each student.
Eligibility: All schools and groups willing to undertake a math mentoring program that involves local
actuaries as volunteers are eligible. However, in order for a program to be viable, there must be a
sufficient population of volunteer actuaries within easy traveling distance to make a regular program
possible. To see the number of registered actuaries available in your state, go to
http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/grant/is.html.

To Apply: It is helpful to contact The Actuarial Foundation prior to writing a proposal so that you can
discuss your ideas and request the additional information available to assist you in writing the grant
proposal. You may view the Proposal for Funding describing the necessary steps to follow when writing the
grant request at http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/grant/howdo.html#.

Deadline: There is no deadline for your application but if you plan to start your program at the beginning
of a semester, you should have the application completed at least one or two months prior to that date.
Link: http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/grant/what.html

Title: The Captain Planet Foundation to Promote Understanding of Environmental Issues

RGK Foundation awards grants within education to programs that focus on formal K-12 education
(particularly mathematics, science and reading), teacher development, literacy, and higher education
Eligibility: 501(c)3 organizations



ALL PROJECTS MUST:

Promote understanding of environmental issues

Focus on hands-on involvement

Involve children and young adults 6-18 (elementary through high school)

Promote interaction and cooperation within the group

Help young people develop planning and problem solving skills

Include adult supervision

*¥ Commit to follow-up communication with the Foundation (specific requirements are explained once the
grant has been awarded)

To Apply: In an effort to conserve paper the Captain Planet Foundation requires grant applicants to apply
for funding using the online application form. Should you have any questions regarding the grant
application or the small grants program, please contact Taryn Murphy, CPF's program director.
Maximum Award: The Captain Planet Foundation reserves the right to earmark funding for specific t
budgetary items, and decline funding for budgetary items which are not consistent with Grant Guidelines.
Generally, the range of grants awarded by the Foundation is $250 - $2,500.

Deadline: Deadlines for submitting grant applications are March 31, June 30, September 30, and
December 31. Grant Proposals are reviewed over a period of three months from the date of the
submission deadline. All applicants will be informed of their proposal's status within four months of the
application deadline. It is very important to remember this information if your project is seasonal. For
example, if you are seeking funding for a summer project you would want to submit an application no
later than the December 31st deadline in the year prior, otherwise you will not have your grant money in
time for the project.

Link: www.captainplanetfdn.org

* X X ¥ ¥ ¥

Title: Allstate Foundation

The Allstate Foundation provides support to national programs as well as local programs in company
communities. Proposals must address needs within one of the following three focus areas to be considered
for funding: Tolerance, Inclusion, and Diversity, including teaching tolerance and ending discrimination
and hate crimes; Safe and Vital Communities, including disaster response, ending youth violence, and
neighborhood revitalization; or Economic Empowerment, including financial education and business skill
development.

Eligibility: The Allstate Foundation makes grants to nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations under Section
501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.

To Apply: Go to http://www.allstate.com/Community/PageRender.asp?Page=fundingtree.html to verify
eligibility and view application requirements.

Deadline: None; applications are accepted throughout the year.

Link: http://www.allstate.com/Community/PageRender.asp?Page=foundation.html

OPINION ARTICLES

Magna Charters

by: NELSON SMITH - President of the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools
February, 2007

As he prepared to announce the Aspen Commission's recent recommendations for revamping the No Child
Left Behind Act (NCLB), co-chair Tommy Thompson made a telling remark: "We have been much more
successful at identifying struggling schools than we have been in actually turning them around."
Regrettably, as with other mainstream groups that have weighed in on the NCLB, the commission's report
focuses almost exclusively on fixing ailing schools rather than starting healthy new ones. Both tracks are
needed.

The NCLB has laid bare the troubling gaps in student achievement among racial and socioeconomic
groups, and it has spurred some improvement, particularly in the early grades. Yet its prescriptions for
reform have provoked meager change in schools and systems that produce chronically weak results.

The law lets parents move kids to a higher performing public school -- but in many cities there simply
aren't any better choices available. Using federal dollars for "supplemental services" can help -- but tutoring
often takes place after students have spent the school day in learning-deprived classrooms.



The act’s coup de gréce, after years of failure, is to require "restructuring" a dysfunctional school from
scratch, through state takeover, contracting-out, or re-opening as a public charter school. But its impact has
been stifled by legislative language allowing "any other" step as well. Districts and states have opted to
switch principals, give pep talks and hire "turnaround specialists" instead of coming to terms with
intractable failure.

Indeed, according to a recent analysis by SRI International for the U.S. Department of Education, only one
of 12 states with Title I schools identified for restructuring as of 2004 had reopened a school as a public
charter; one turned over operations to the state; two states replaced school staff and eight took no action.

Ironically, the best illustration of the NCLB's mission may be outside this whole "turnaround" apparatus, in
the open sector of public education called charter schooling, where parents, teachers and entrepreneurs are
creating new schools that are publicly accountable but independent of bureaucratic rules. Reporter Paul
Tough recently wrote about three charter-school networks (Achievement First, the Knowledge Is Power
Program (KIPP), and Uncommon Schools) for the New York Times magazine. Students attending these
institutions made large learning gains despite years of educational neglect elsewhere.

Rather than cobbling together remediation strategies, these schools create an unyielding culture of high
expectations, offer significantly longer learning time than traditional public schools, and organize
everything (including personnel decisions) around evidence of student achievement. While these are
superstars, dozens of independent studies show that public charter schools around the country are closing
achievement gaps at a faster pace than their district counterparts.

Despite low participation rates for "official" NCLB-driven choice (less than 1% of those eligible to transfer,
according to federal figures), more than a million families, disproportionately poor and minority, have
sought out public charter schools on their own. Charters now educate 26% of all public school kids in
Washington, D.C.; 28% in Dayton; and 18% in Detroit (and climbing since that city's recent teacher strike).
According to our research, charters now account for more than 13% of public school enrollment in 19
jurisdictions.

By all means, the next No Child Left Behind Act should continue pushing to improve existing schools. But
the reauthorized NCLB should also be an engine for creating new, high-quality schools in communities
where they're most needed. Here's how:

Quality first. The federal Charter Schools Program, authorized in Title V of the NCLB, provides critically
important seed funding for startups. It has been an important source of support, especially for small,
community-based charters. Created with bipartisan support when only seven states had charter laws (there
are 40 today), the program is due for an overhaul, placing more emphasis on funding the strongest startups
and replicating top-quality charters.

Grants should be targeted toward places with high numbers of schools "in need of improvement." And
states should be expected to promote and monitor quality like the best venture capitalists -- or lose the right
to administer the grant program altogether.

The charter program has been flat-lined for four appropriations cycles; it's time to align funding levels with
need. Related programs that support charter facilities should be reauthorized and put on a sound financial
footing as well, since charter schools do not qualify for state capital programs and only 11 states offer any
kind of compensation for facilities needs.

Bust caps. More money will be pointless unless artificial limits on charter growth are lifted in the 26 states
that now have them. In some cases these "caps" directly pre-empt the intent of the NCLB. It's actually
illegal to create a new charter school in New York State right now -- meaning that a mother desperate to
pull her child out of a failing school in the South Bronx may simply have to wait until Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver has a change of heart about the state's limit of 100 public charter schools.

U.S. Education Secretary Margaret Spellings recently proposed reauthorization language permitting local



officials to reopen a failing school as a charter even if it would exceed a state charter cap. The secretary's
idea is on-target, but Congress should go her one better, permitting cap-free chartering wherever students
lack suitable public schools. And the local school board should not be the only game in town. In states
where universities and state boards can approve charter schools, they too should be able to override
restrictive caps.

Add teeth. Persistently failing schools need fundamental change, not cosmetic touch-ups. Re-opening as a
charter, with a proven academic model, new team and clear accountability for performance, can provide a
fresh start. But to work, such "re-opened" charters must have independent governance with full autonomy
over budgets, personnel and working conditions. That independence must be spelled out in the federal law,
or else we risk creating a raft of so-called "charters" still tethered to the same central offices that let
students down in the first place.

In its first five years, the NCLB has affirmed a national commitment to educational opportunity for all. In
the next five years, it should do more to galvanize real change by ratcheting up its support of public charter
schools. A vibrant new-schools sector is the best way to challenge the status quo and offer real promise of
achievement for every American public-school student.



