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GCSA CONDUCTS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL TEACHER RECRUITMENT FAIR FOR 13 CHARTER SCHOOLS 
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GCSA PARTNERS WITH ARTHUR J. GALLAGHER  
PROVIDING BUSINESS INSURANCE FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS OF GEORGIA  
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HIGHLIGHT YOUR SCHOOL  
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CHARTER NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE  
 
'Hire' education: A vocational model succeeds 
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SIA Tech charter school students may need a new avenue for a diploma 
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Lt. Governor Praises Charter School 
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Watch out for Mercer Middle School 
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Charter systems bill a real chance at school reform 
Athens Banner Herald Editorial 
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South Georgia Eyes Charter Schools 
Valdosta Technical College is reaching out to the education, business and industry sectors of the area, hoping to create a working partnership while 
building a seamless, demand-driven learning community.  Val Tech President Dr. Robert Abene welcomed guests from Lowndes, Berrien, Brooks, Cook, 
Echols and Lanier counties Wednesday to Val Tech’s first Career Academy Brainstorming Meeting.  The group of school superintendents, board 
members and teachers, and various business representatives heard a full presentation on career academies, or charter schools, and their benefit to the 
overall growth of a community.  “The career academy utilizes a non-competitive dual enrollment model, allowing a win–win approach for the school 
districts, the college, and the students and the communities,” said Abene.  
http://www.valdostadailytimes.com/local/local_story_073234234.html  
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE NATION  

New Study Shows Urban Charter Schools are Safer than Traditional Public Schools  
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National Charter Schools Conference to be Held in New Mexico, April 24-27��
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National Educational Computing Conference in Atlanta June 24 - 27 
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�������������$��������������������$��

�������

��� ����
���9���#�%
�

���������������������������
���� �������������
��
���������������������P-����

������$�����
����	���� ����#��I���������������
������#�E	����������������� $�����
���9����� L���
����������������#�$����4�� 
���477%%%��������������7���H
��
��="�������0EG�� / �����
��G��I/
��������G��I��6 �
�
�

Discover Georgia's Hidden History and Earn PLUs�
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Cayanna Collier-Good – GA DOE, Charter Schools Division has provided charter school operators a list of 
potential resources to secure adequate financing for their school facilities.����
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Put a plug in the summer brain drain 
SUMMER LEARNING TIPS 
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Workshops for Charter School Teachers 
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30 Second Public Service Announcement for Charter Sector of Georgia 
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES  
 
FEDERAL GRANT OPPORTUNITIES  
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Title:   Grants To Reduce Alcohol Abuse in Secondary Schools 
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CORPORATE GRANT OPPORTUNITIES  
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Title:  Toyota International Teacher Program�
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Title:  My Hometown Helper Grants 
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Title:  Dana Foundation Professional Development for Performing Arts Teachers in Rural Communities Grants 
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In Education, the Struggle Continues 
By Howard Fuller  
 
After hearing and seeing decades of philosophizing about the need to protect the traditional public school system's funds and 
institutional prerogatives, and looking past the expressed concerns about a Jeffersonian separation of church and state, it is clear 
that the real issue in America is not choice - it is who has it!  
 
Those of us with money already have parental choice and have no intention of relinquishing it. If schools fail to properly educate 
our children, we have at least two choices: We can move to communities where public schools do work or we enroll our children 
in private schools that work.  
 
Some critics oppose giving poor parents choice because "they won't be able to make good choices." Not only is this an inane and 
paternalistic form of reasoning, it denies the reality that in the places where poor parents are given options many of them are 
proving to be very effective at making good decisions for their children.  



 
Consider the impact of putting the right kind of parental choice in the hands of families who have little or no power because they 
control no resources, no levers of influence over the decisions and decision-making process that impacts their children's 
education.  
 
Consider how this power may change the shape of the future for their children. And consider how the absence of this power may 
mean their children will be trapped in schools that more affluent parents who oppose choice would never tolerate for their own 
children.  
 
Sarah Lawrence Lightfoot, in asserting the relationship between power and education, made this point: A critically important 
ingredient of educational success for black and white children lies in the power relationships between communities and schools, 
rather than in the nature of the school population. The nature and distribution of power among schools, families and communities 
is a crucial piece of the complex puzzle leading toward educational success for all children.  
 
Lightfoot's power and education thesis can be realized in part by giving low-income and working class the power to choose. 
Parent choice changes the power equation between those who have historically controlled the decision making process when it 
comes to decisions about where children will attend schools.  
 
The right kind of parental choice program will give a measure of equity to parents such as these who have long been denied a real 
voice in the educational affairs of their children. They provide access to educational environments that were inaccessible or did 
not exist prior to the programs. They provide a way out for children who need an escape hatch, while at the same time putting 
pressure on the traditional systems, public and private to get better.  
 
Parental choice programs, when providing a measure of equity and enhanced accessibility, increases the likelihood that many 
more children will be able to gain the skills needed to be effective participants in a democratic society.  
These programs are at their core an empowerment strategy. The ability of poor and working class people to impact the flow and 
distribution of educational dollars is a critical ingredient in the struggle for fairness and equality for themselves and their 
children.  
 
Parental choice is a necessary but not sufficient ingredient to any serious effort to change schools and school systems in this 
country.  
 
We must also clearly focus on the impact on our children's lives of the existence of differential power and access to resources in 
our society based on race and class.  
 
Children who are hungry cannot learn. Children who are abused and neglected are not going to be able to concentrate in school. 
Children need to see people in their immediate families working in order to understand the value of work and the connection 
between education and work. Children must see a society where their race will not be an impediment to advancement and respect. 
Children must interact with adults who have not already reached conclusions about their capabilities because of the color of their 
skin, the clothes they wear, or the spelling of their first name.  
 
We must walk a delicate line here because although race and class clearly have an impact on our children's perceptions and their 
life chances, we can not allow these conditions to be an excuse not to educate them.  
 
Given the issues facing our poorest children the implementation of parental choice programs will not by themselves change their 
current educational reality. But the level of change that is needed will not occur without empowering their families to be able to 
choose the best educational environment for them. Parental choice is a right that cannot continue to be the exclusive purview of 
those of us who have means.  
 
No one ever said this fight would be easy. But it is clear that there is no more important banner to be held high than the one 
which proclaims that "In America parental choice is widespread unless you are poor." Those of us who have chosen to be 
warriors in this battle to change that reality must never tire, never be discouraged no matter how difficult becomes the road we 
travel. For the sake of our children, the struggle must continue!  
  
Howard Fuller, a former superintendent of Milwaukee Public Schools, is a distinguished professor of education and 
Founder/Director of the Institute for the Transformation of Learning at Marquette University and sits on the board of directors 
of the Advocates for School Choice.  
 
�
�
 
  


